
 
 
HIGH SCHOOL JOURNALISM AWARDS 
 
Sponsored by The Record 
 
General Guidelines: 
 Participants must have been enrolled in high school, and their entries must have been 

published during the 2013-14 school year, in order to qualify. 
 Entries must be postmarked by May 23, 2014; winners will be announced in June. 
 There is not an entry fee 
 Students may submit only one entry per category. No more than three entries per 

individual student will be accepted. 
 For each entry, submit THREE packets, each including: a dated example of your work 

(photo copies and web printouts are fine); a completed entry form; and a cover letter 
(see entry form). 

 Send entries to: 
Mike Klocke 
Editor 
The Record 
P.O. Box 900 
Stockton, CA 95201 

 
Entry categories and criteria 
NEWS STORY: The piece gives readers information on an issue or event that affects them. 
Reporting is fair, accurate, tenacious and thorough. Writing is well organized and clear. 
 
EDITORIAL/OPINION: The piece represents the voice of the newspaper or the opinion of the 
writer on any issue of interest to your readers. Writing and reporting are insightful and well-
reasoned. While the piece may be critical, it also must be fair and accurate. 
 
FEATURES STORY: The piece offers an in-depth look at an issue, a person or another subject 
with strong human interest. Reporting is fair, accurate and thorough. The storytelling is 
nuanced; the writing evokes a tone. 
 
SPORTS STORY: The story offers a meaningful look at an athlete, a team or a game (it is more 
than just a play-by-play account or a list of statistics). Writing and reporting are fair, accurate 
and thorough. 
 
PHOTO: The picture is of a person of an event. It might document an aspect of daily life. The 
photographer must not have staged it. The photo tells a story. 
 
LAYOUT/DESIGN: Pages will be judged on overall appearance, design and readability; 
typographer; and the use of photos and graphic elements in drawing reader interest and telling 
a story. 
 
CRITICISM: Piece provides a thoughtful analysis or review of an arts event, music, a game or 
something else. It offers insight and depth. It is not just a summary. 
 
First–place winners in each category will be considered for the Richard G. Marsh Grand Prize for 
Excellence. 


